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SIDE ONE 
Paige: This is Friday, November 29, 1996 (spoken 
matter of factly). My name is Paige Gwinn. I am in the 
home of J. Campbell Gwinn at Green Sulphur Springs, 
West Virginia. He is my grandfather. We are doing an 
interview for the Oral History of Appa!achia. A project 
associated with Marshall University. This inteFv.ie'Y 
will deal specifically with Mr. Gwinn'_s life and history 
which will entail his gender development. 
Paige: First would you mind telling me some various 
things about your life, Mr. Gwinn, such as your · 
biographical data? Where and when were yo~ born? 
Mr, Gwinn: Paige, I was born in 1915 (slow strong 
voice), December 10 and I was born in the home that 
was behind the store that my father ran in Green 
Sulphur. It was a two-story home and it was a house and 
store that had been in our family for a, for four 
generations. It was also the Post Office and we had a 
doctor that came and delivered me. I-my father was the 
local pharmacist and my mother ran a millinery (pause) 
business, she made hats and she was from Columbus, 
Ohio. 
Paige: Do you consider yourself a male or female? 
Response: A male. 
Paige: And what about your gender? What do you 
consider is your gender? 
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Mr, Gwinn: I consider my gender as a male. Growing 
up in the country I had one brother that was older than I 
was and he was an electrician. Most of my friends at 
that time were boyhood friends that lived in the 
neighborhood, (speech is a bit broken) you have to 
remember that we didn't have television at that time and 
we didn't have the automobiles and all of the luxury 
items of today. The toys that we played with were 
mostly toys that were made from wood, hand craft~d by 
some of the carpenters that lived in the community and 
most of the clothes were made by our mothers or by 
someone in the community. You know, you had one. 
pair of shoes a year, as I remember, and we felt fortunate 
that we did have them. A, we went to school, starting 
out, in a one room school. And progressed from there to 
the Green Sulphur District High School. 
Paige: So was that a local school? 
J.C,G.: Yes, it was about five miles away and they used 
to run a bus that was a kind of open topped truck with a 
piece of canvas stretched across the top of it. There _ 
wasn't much of a road and there was mud holes and it 
smoked a lot and you looked like you'd worked in the 
coal mines whenever you got to school (Said with 
emphasis on "got to school") . . 
Paige: Did you graduate? 
Interviewee: Yes, I graduated! from Green Sulphur 
District High School and I went on to West Virginia 
University and played football for one year until I broke . 
my collar bone. And then I went to Concord 
College ... and I had ninety two hours ... b~fore the war 
broke out. 
3 
Paige: Did you enlist or were you drafted into the war? 
Mr. Gwinn: I tried to enlist in the Air Force to fly 
because I was a licensed pilot...and my heart was such 
that it had a murmur and I was denied entry into the Air 
Force and I joined the Army. 'Went through the war 
from France to Germany to Austria ... and ... was given a 
battlefield commission. In a crossing the Mosel river I 
was in combat engineers .. 
. . . . . .. 
Paige: What did you do after th.e wqr? 
. ' 
J,C,G,: I came home and a took up the family business of 
farming. And a ... my wife a ... was a school teacher, as.a 
matter of fact, she graduated from Marshall Universit,, 
and she was an English teacher at the local high school. 
Paige: What was the name of the focal high school? 
Mr. Gwinn: It was a ... Green Sulphur Springs District 
High School, later known as Sandstone High School. 
Paige: And when you say you came l\ome do you mean 
you came home to Green Sulphur? 
Interviewee: Yes. 
Paige: Did you have any kids? 
Mr, Gwinn: I had two children. A, a son named Philip 
and a daughter, Regina. Regina was born in 1949 and a 
my son was born in 1951. Hazel and I were married in 




Paige: Do you have any grandchildren? 
Interviewee: I have three grandchildren, you, Pai&e. 
Gwinn. Philip, by my son Philip and his wife Kathryn 
Lynn, and a ... another grandson, Brian Eckle, by my 
daughter Re gin (Said with gentleness). 
Paige: What would you say is your earliest memory? 
J.C,G.: My earliest memory was probably ... playing.on.·a 
wooden skooter. .. a .. . through the yard. A lot of ifa ... had 
to do with the outdoors. I liked the outdoors "-nd a I
spent the biggest part of my life outdoors . 
Paige: What would you say your earliest memory .\vas 
as a boy? 
Mr. Gwinn: ... Probably ... helping my .. . older brother feed 
rabbits and lambs and ... some of the smaller animals 
along the farm. 
Paige: Do you remember to whom you looked up to, 
your Mom and your Dad or both? 
Mr, Gwinn: I think I looked up to both of my 
parents ... a ... both were very dominate in my life. A,- in 
the early childhood when I was probably ten or eleven 
years old ... a ... my parents ... a would go to Cuba for the 
winter. And they would leave us home, my brother and I, 
he was probably about twenty at that time. And they 
would have a couple come in from Alderson, West 
Virginia to look after the animals, take care of myself 
and see that I got to school. While they were in Cuba for 
three to three and a half months my father would send 
home Cuban cigars and a ... some of the local boys and 
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Mr. Gwinn: myself would smoke them. And when he 
came home that one year he wanted to know where the a 
cigars were and we had to tell him. 
But a, at that time the store had been taken over 
by John Littlepage and his wife and my father's brother 
had been killed in a train accident, at a crossing at 
Sandstone and that fell on my father as having to take 
care of the store and the farm and his·phannacy business 
all. So that had a big impact on my life, also. 
But my mother had a good business also in 
Hinton, West Virginia and transportation here was very 
limited, to the point that if you went to Hinton, you road ;W~ 
the train. It's only about fifteen miles but you had to 
ride a horse and buggy or in later years a Model A Ford, 
then you went to Sandstone and you caught the local to 
Hinton. It was about another half a day to get home ... by 
the time you loaded on the train and got back and came 
back up the road. 
We were the first a .. . store in the county that sold 
gasoline and kerosene at the same time. And the store 
that I'm talking about is the longest running business in 
the state. A ... you would buy a hundred gallons of gas 
and a ... would last you ... you wouldn't sell it out before 
spring because nobody drove any place during the 
winter. You sold three times as much kerosene as you 
do gasoline because people had to fill their lamps and a 
they did a little bit of heating and soaked your corn cobs 
to start your fires and that type of thing with the 
kerosene that you sold. 
(Coughs) But I can't say that I was more partial 
and looked up to one parent more than I did the other 
and ... I think one thing that, most people don't realize is 
is that. .. the period that I'm talking about, the twenties 
a ... that most a, most families unless the father or mother 
had died, it was a two ... two parent family-and a bo~h had 
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Mr. Gwinn: to, whether they worked in the home or out 
of the home, had to work at something, either preparing 
the meals or doing the laundry or a tending the crops in 
the garden or the field or what have you to provide and 
sustain life. 
Paige: When you say you looked up to both of your 
parents equally, who did you model after, who did you 
feel that you wanted to be most like? 
J.C.G.: Oh, probably my father ... a .. . he a ... was a 
successful business man ... he was well educated at' that 
time, he wasa .. .like my grandfather ... also ... he was 
involved in the banking business which I am today 
even ... at eighty years of age I'm still a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Summer's Bank and a have . . 
been blessed with the fact that I'm now Chairman of'the 
Board. It' s a bank that was taken over by Hori-~on and it 
was founded by three people and one of those three 
people was my grandfather, Harrison Gwinn. · 
So yes, I ' ve had a lot of male influence in my life 
due to the fact that...every male in my family was a· 
worker and obtained a , a good name as a, far as the 
community was concerned as far as helping people and, 
being a good citizen. 
I actually probably decided, what I wanted to 
do ... was long after. .. World War II had gone by.~.I · cam~ 
home to farm, to what I really like to do and ... did all 
right until...the Korean War broke out. And I had 
signed-up, whenever I got off the ship, at the end of the 
war. After the war, you were given the opportunity to 
stay around a couple o' weeks and get out of the service 
and I chose to leave that day, by signing-up for reserve 
officers. In 1950, 1951, I was deer hunting and got my 
notice to report to Fort Bellevore and a instruct new · 
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J,C,G,: recruits and new trainees to build Baily bridges 
and that's what I did and I lost another two years as far 
as building a career, due to ... the Korean War. 
Paige: What kind of impact do you feel the war had on 
your life? 
Interviewee: I learned a lot and .. .it's something I really 
didn't want to do again but ya' know, I really wouldn't 
take anything for what I did, and a, the memori~s that a 
it has brought and a, I suppose maybe the comtjl~ioderiy 
that developed and I still go to a, a reunion tha~' s held 
each year for the combat engineers. I, .got back 'a couple . 
of weeks ago from Cape May. Their wer~ twerity s_even 
of us out of the engineering battalion that I served 
with ... and a ... we've had some nic'e times ·since then. 
What we saw and what we did there, as far as over seas, 
is a ... really, kind of personal. I really don't talk about it 
much .. .it's something that I'll never forget but it's 
something that I really don't like to talk about. 
Paige: What kind of toys did you have as a child?. 
Mr. Gwinn: I had a little like scooter that had wooden 
wheels, had kind a like what you would call a dowel pin 
for an axle. I had a stuffed bear and a dog that was sewn 
up and I remember a couple of ducks and we had a lot of 
cats and rabbits and dogs and cats. I don't remember 
anything, such as cars or soldiers or anything of that 
nature. We had a couple of toy guns more or less, you 
would call them but they were made out of wood and 
hand carved. 
Paige: Can you compare these toys to the kind of toys 
that little girls living around you had? 
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Campbell Gwinn: Little girls that were in the community 
had their dolls and they also had their cats and they. also 
had scooters, hand made scooters. The biggest · 
difference was is a, the little girls had dolls. At an early 
age you have to remember that a, they helped cook and 
a, were helping to sew on buttons or darn socks or and · 
everybody had to help carry wood or carry out the ashes. 
Bathrooms were very, very few and far between at 
that time. 
Paige: Did you realize that they had different toys than 
you, at that age? . 
Interviewee: Yeah, I think so. I never really had any 
close little girl friends at this juncture in time. There 
were only one or two in the community and they lived 
probably three miles up the road. We didn't see much of 
them except in the summer time. 
Paige: Did you notice the difference in the way that they 
dressed and you dressed? 
J.C.G.: Oh, yes. And I noticed that they would dress 
their cats up in little dresses that they would make or put 
hats on them. · 
Hats were big back in the '20's and early '30's. 
All women wore hats and the dress attire was very, very 
different. Men wore top hats to special occasions and all 
men wore ... either a derby or a felt or something of that 
nature, even to work. The women wore dresses and you 
didn't see any shorts or pants until. .. the '40's, to amount 
to anything. The dress, the petticoats, the stockings and 
that type of thing, as little girls, there was a big 
difference. There was no misunderstanding as to ... ifyou 
saw a girl dressed, there was no a ... decision to be m~de 
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J.C.G.: as to whether it was a boy or a girl. You 
automatically knew that a the female gender was 
wearing a dress and had on her pantaloons or her 
underwear and that type of thing. A boy would wearing 
his ... a, either pants or whatever but, you know, there was 
a great difference there. 
Paige: Did you play mostly with boys or girls? 
Interviewee: With boys. 
Paige: Is there any specific reason why that you· did? 
Mr, Gwinn: Well, we all hung out together as much as 
kids playing together back then, they had to develop 
most of their own entertainment by either playing in a 
barn or swarping through the woods. A big hobby of 
ours was to go up around the mountains and "ginseng" 
and we hunted and trapped and ... we would be gone all 
day at a time to a ... either "ginseng" or hunt and frap 
or ... and we did some fishing. 
Whenever you've been out all day and got in late at 
night, by the time you did your chores around the house, 
you were ready to go to bed because the day began ·a 
little earlier than it does today. Most of the time the -day 
began around six o'clock. And everybody had chores to 
do, whether you were a girls or boys and you either did 
your chores in the morning or you didn't participate in 
anything. 
. ') . 
Paige: You're discussing chores. Were girl~ cho~es any 
different from boys? 
Interviewee: Yes, a, the girls' chores mainly pertained to 
the house and the garden. Boys' chores, went out. to the . 
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Interviewee: wood shed, the barn, the milking, feeding 
the pigs, picking the fruit in the summer time to bring it 
in and the girls would can it and bake with it. We had a 
ice house behind the house that we lived in. In the 
winter time we would cut ice out of the creek and it 
would freeze, oh, anywhere from 12" to 14 inches thick 
and a ... take the horses and sleigh and pull it up to the ice 
house and pack it in saw dust. 
We didn't have refrigeration then. That's where 
our ice came from. Even up as far as into July and . 
August because it was packed, the walls were packed· · · 
with saw dust and the cut ice was laid down in saw dust 
and packed around it and that's how and· that's ho~ we 
cooled things until it was cool. 
Paige: Were there ever any girls that did the things that 
boys did for girls? · · 
Interviewee: Maybe in families that only had a daughter. 
I can't think of any right off, Paige. You would see girls 
sometimes out in the fields hoeing, but very seldom. 
You'd see them in the garden quite frequently hoeing. 
Every now and then you would see a woman milking a 
cow. A lot of it had to do with whether her husband was 
home at that particular time. 
Paige: You have said that most of your playmates were 
boys but you all played together. How did you know to 
play with boys? Did your parents tell you or your 
teachers? 
J.C,Gwinn: I think I played with people that had the 
same interests that I did. Interests had a lot to 'do with it. 
To go out and fish or swim in the creek or ride a horse. 
It was all manly things. Things of that era are not as 
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J.C, Gwinn: they are today. 
The social pressures that existed back then were 
just as real to us as the social pressures that you have are 
as real to you today. But we're talking about a time that 
a ... woman ever thinking to run for governor. Most of 
them were just wanting to vote. Very few women were 
going to school as far as any further than the sixth or • 
seventh grade, by the time they turned fourteen or fifteen 
they were probably getting married. A lot of them were 
at that particular time. As we've progressed, thipgs have 
gotten a lot more equal. · 
Paige: You're talking about social pressures. What do 
you mean about social pressures? 
Interviewee: Oh, whether or not you look good every 
day. When there wasn't quite so much to do with,.you 
did with what you had. You didn' t have to worry about 
whether "does this pair of shoes go with this outfit". You 
only had one pair of shoes. If it didn't go with your 
outfit you went barefooted if that's the way that you felt. 
You had two or three shirts and a couple of pair of pants. 
The fashion, or you know, how well you rode a horse 
was probably as much a social pressure then because 
their were very few people that had cars and it's hard to 
look good in a car if you didn't have one. There was 
nothing wrong with when everybody tried to be as clean 
as possible because soap was about the cheapest thing 
that we had. We had plenty of water. So, you know, the 
biggest thing that we really had to worry about is 
whether or not you were clean. 
Paige: So you don't ever remember if a, people outsid~ 
of your family, such as teachers, or your parents ever 
suggested that you play with boys? 
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Interviewee: A, I suppose in school we all played a little 
bit together. The girls had a tendency more to play in 
their side of the yard on a board swing or rope swing. 
The boys played a lot of marbles and mumbly peg and 
knives. That type of thing as far as school activity. And 
a later on, I liked to play basketball. There were no girls 
playing basketball or football. 
We had to walk ... to just about every basketball 
game that we went to or we'd stay over night with the 
team that we would play and we'd walk back the next 
day. And the same for them, they would play us and 
they would have to walk in and stay with us and walk 
back the next day. 
Paige: Were you taught to cook, at all? 
Interviewee: Yes, out of necessity, and I reckon that a 
maybe there was a, I liked to eat. I did learn to cook. 
No not at an early age. I learned to cook when I was in 
college and I was in the army, that type of thing. 
Paige: Who did the cooking, sewing, cleaning in your 
family? 
Mr, Gwinn: Well, my mother and she had a lady that 
usually helped her. We lived in a pretty good sized 
house and were fortunate enough that we had the first 
Delco Unit or electricity and had the first radio around. 
And people would come in and they would listen to like 
a the first presidential elections held and they would stay 
for two days at a time and people would bring food. 
And my mother had a lady that helped her and her 
husband helped my father. 
We had a kind of a stable that the doctor would · 
stop by and change horses, kind of ride up on Keeny's 
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Mr. Gwinn: Knob which is a mountain here in Summers 
County and visit the sick and he'd come back and get 
into bed for two or three hours and I'd change his horse 
for him because my dad would be asleep. He would go 
on back to Hinton or down to Meadow Creek. Dr. had 
his home and office at Meadow Creek which is just a 
little community down near Sandstone, not many miles. 
But a the cleaning was a pretty big chore when 
you had that many people coming into your home: My 
mother couldn't have done it all. Anyway, she had 
excellent domestic help. 
Paige: Did you ever cook while you were at home? 
Interviewee: Nothing more than soup a ... maybe fry an 
egg. (END SIDE 1, OF TAPE #1, BEGIN SIDE 2 OF 
TAPE #1) 
Paige: O.K., before the tape cut off we were talking 
about did you ever cook in your house, can you go ·ahead 
on that? 
Interviewee: We cooked out of necessity. Whenevermy 
mother or the lady that helped her wasn't in the house. 
We always had a ham or beans on the stove ot a pot of 
soup or something that it really wasn't required that we 
do cooking as a young man. As I graduated into my 
teens, yes, I could a fry a rabbit or things that we killed 
in the woods. No I didn't bake any cakes or any pies or 
I made some biscuits, didn't make any loaves of bread or 
any thing of that nature. And I helped my mother can 
from time to time because we couldn't get everything·· 
that we wanted from the local store. The selections were 
very limited and if you wanted blackberries or 
strawberries or peaches or any of the fruit... you canned 
it. And that's what we did and that's what my mother· 
the lady that worked for her in the summer did (cough) 
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Interviewee: was to put up winter food and the men 
when they weren't putting up hay or com or were 
cutting wood and we had a wood shed. It was a rather 
large wood shed. And in the earlier years until we got 
a... kind of a stove with a blower on it we had fire 
places. 'hard to heat the house. 
It was a big two story brick house built with slave 
labor. And a, it kept a couple of people busy carrying 
the wood in and as you brought the wood in you took 
out a load of ashes. And the ceilings were ten foot nigh 
and at night time to stay warm we had a brick that we. 
put in a kind of a sock, warmed up and put it atth~ ·foot. 
of our bed and had comforters. Early in the moriiing 
you'd get up and it'd still be cold iI). the house and 
you'd go down and get some more wood. And a ... that's 
pretty much a every day occurance. You were eithe_r_ · 
trying to keep warm in the winter and you were trying to 
put up something in the summer so that you could have 
something to eat in the winter. 
And free time was when you were hunting or 
fishing or a "ginsenging" , as the case would be. There 
was some time for playing of ball, of basketball or 
football, but a, it was a lot simpler life back then, Paige, 
than it is today. The radio that we had was kind of a 
monstrosity, the big tubes, it wasn't a transistor or 
anything. That was the entertainment that we had. 
Maybe three times a year there would be a dance in the 
community, and a cake sale, something of that nature 
where you have a church get together .... just not a lot of 
extracurricular activities that you have today. 
Paige: Were you expected to behave a certain way by 
your parents, like, for example, were you allowed to 
show your feelings in front of someone? 
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Interviewee: Let's see, we had aunts and uncles, you hug 
your brother, no you didn't see boys walk'n' do~ the 
road holding hands. You would see som~ girls maybe 
skipping down the road holding hands. But a, the gender 
as far as being a man in the 1920's was a lot diffetent 
than it is today. More of a pride or a desire to be a man 
or to be accepted as a man in that particular period. 
Paige: What do you mean there was more of a pride? 
Can you elaborate on that? 
J.C.G.: No one wanted to be called, I suppose, a "sissf' 
or girls really didn't want to be called "Tom boys" to 
the fact that it drew attention to themselves. As far as, 
do you want to know whether or not I knew any "gay~" 
or homosexuals, no I didn't. It really didn't become 
maybe a factor, as far as I can remember, until the late 
'70's or the early '80's. When my children went to 
college I don't remember too much about 
homosexuality, or that type of thing then either. 
Paige: Do you feel that it was easier for a girl to be a 
"Tom boy" than it was for a boy to be called a "sissy"? 
Interviewee: Yes I do. It was a lot easier for a girl to be 
called probably a "Tom boy" because they liked to do 
some of the things, as far as play ball or fish or whatever 
that might not have been the little girl or the lady type 
thing to do at that particular time. They may have 
wanted to get dirty and play marbles or something of 
that nature and ride a horse without a side saddle or 
something to that effect. Yeah, it was probably easier for 
a girl to be called a "Tom boy"' than a boy a "sissy". 
Most of the time in our age group that was called a 
"sissy" it was because he lost a fight or didn't shoot a 
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Interviewee: gun quite as well or couldn't ride a horse or 
a lot of it might of had to do with physical strength. Is 
one of the reasons a boy might have been called a 
"sissy". 
Paige: You mentioned the term "lady like". Can you 
elaborate on that? What do you personally mean by 
"lady like"? 
Mr. Gwinn: Certain things were expected of women in · 
that time. They didn't go braless. You didn't wear your 
dresses in the early, early times above your mid-calf or 
whatever until the "roaring '20's" or whatever. Ladies 
didn't frequent much the places that sold alcohol. They 
would keep a house clean or they would cook or they 
would take care of their family. I reckon "lady li~e" 
would be a ... acting in the way that you would expect 
your mother to act or a lady that you wouldn't be 
ashamed of being seen in public with. 
Paige: Once again, you keep referring to lady and I'm 
not quite sure about what you mean by lady. What does 
the term bring to you, like you said it refers to your 
mother or it refers to someone you wouldn't be ashamed 
of? What do you mean a person that you wouldn't be 
ashamed of? 
Interviewee: A ... someone that would act in a demeanor 
that was less than was socially acceptable, Paige. 
A ... whether it would be someone that would be referr~d 
to as fast, a fast woman of poor character~. that type of 
thing. 
Paige: You mean ... a prostitute or what do you mean? 
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Mr. Gwinn: Well maybe not so much a prostitute, a ... that 
would certainly fall within that realm, also. But it would 
be someone that might not be morally structured to how 
you would want your life to be, ... flowing, as you would 
have it. 
~: So you believe that morals structure your life? 
Interviewee: Yes I do. Without the morality, we really 
don't have a whole lot. Morals play a big part as far as 
family goes, as far as how well you do your job, as how 
caring you are. Everything from how you treat your pets 
to how you treat your family. 
~: Would you subscribe to the new Republican 
revolution's big goal for family values and morals? · 
Interviewee: A ... Paige, I've been a Demq~rat all of lllY 
life but it seems that the Democratic Party has left me 
instead of me leaving the Democratic P~rty. I believe a 
lot of what the Republican Party and the platfo~ that . 
you're talking about and the values. of the family as such. 
I believe that we have to start with family values to a ·. 
retain where we came from in the mid-'60"s or the late 
'50's to having harmony as far as in the family .and 
everybody working at a, at a job before we had the 
programs where you gave away everything and there 
was no incentive to work. 
Paige: Back to your emotion? Was it accepted for you 
to cry in public? 
J,C,G.: .. .if you were with your peer group let's say, no it 
wasn't. .. .if you were with your family, yes it was: 
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Paige: As in your peer group, were you talking about 
your friends or at school or? 
Interviewee: It would of ~een your friends that y.qu ran 
around with. And when I talk of run around, I mean you 
a, went hunting with or you went through the woods., or 
hunting ramps or rob a beehive or whatever. Those were 
the people that in my life and time as far as early on 
were my peer group. 
Paige: How do you feel that as a boy growing up; how 
do you feel you knew you were a boy? ··. · 
Interviewee: I never had any doubt that I was a boy. 
From the physical structure of my body to the things that 
were expected of me and the things that I did and the 
friends that I chose, and chose me to be their friend. 
There was, there wasn't any choice as far as, you 
know ... ,was I going to be a "sissy" or was I'going toJ)e 
a man. Even at the age of eight or nine. You know · 
a ... that, that wasn't a question. You know, everyon·e· · 
tried or actually came to be as much of a man as a they 
could be. 
Paige: Do you feel being a "sissy" is a bad thing? 
J.C.G: No, but it was something that I did not want to be. 
And a, if you were running through the woods or if you 
were fishing or you were playing ball they were not in 
your immediate group of friends. And we didn't have 
hordes of people in the community, Paige. Maybe, thirty 
families made up the two or three hollows and the farms 
that were around you. And all of the boys in the area 
were the same as myself and wanted to hunt, fish, 
"ginseng", play basketball. We all went to school 
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J.C.G.: together and a almost won the state 
championship in basketball, my senior year, in high 
school. 
Paige: Do you still feel you're a boy, slash man? 
Interviewee: I'm an old boy, Paige. 
Paige: Referring to sports and how that describes xour 
masculinity. Do you feel that that did play a big role in 
you becoming a man or being a boy? 
Interviewee: Ah! I enjoyed sports all of my life. I still 
watch football games, basketball games cm T.V .. today. 
I watch boxing. I like to play sports. I e~oyed it. 
Paige: I would say that the aggressive nature of sports 
appeals to what people want a man to be or to expose to 
the world. Would you say that you enjoyed the 
aggressive nature of sports? 
Interviewee: I suppose so. Up until the point maybe that 
I broke my collar bone playing for W.V.U. as a freshman 
that might have put an end to my liking the · 
aggressiveness but not being over six feet tall and not 
weighing what the athletes today do. I probably 
weighed 165, 170 pounds. You had to be mean, I 
suppose to play sports in those days. 
Paige: Do you feel your parents or society played a 
bigger role in helping you to discover your gender role? 
Interviewee: Well I think it was probably both. S?ciety 
and my parents, there was no ... my mother didn't dress · 
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Interviewee: me in dresses, they didn't give me dolls to 
play with. They treated me as a male gender child, as 
they did my brother and all of the children in the 
community were treated the same as far as the gender 
role that you're talking about. Little boys played 
different games, as far as a, when I'm talking of playing 
games a , maybe more of a dirty a, they would get dirtier . 
than the little girls would. We didn't have dolls to play 
with and we didn't have figures, figurines things of that 
nature. There was a big difference between boys and 
girls in that era. But no other one that played the gender 
role in the opposite form. A girl that thought she was a 
boy or a boy that thought he was a girl and a in my era I 
never realized it if it was and never saw one if they were. 
The world as far as then and now and part of my travels 
even today I don't associate with people that have a little 
trouble with their gender. 
Paige: Why do you feel you don't, associate? 
Mr. Gwinn: Ifl do I don't know about it. A ... I don't 
ascribe to that and it's not the way that I was reared. 
And no one that was a friend of mine or a playmate or 
what have you, was a that way. We allfbew our position 
as far as where we were, where we were going as far as 
a gender, 'didn't know exactly what job ( cough, "excuse 
me") that you a would have a and during the 
"Depression" it was really hard to find a job. And a lot 
of us went as far as to Peoria, Illinois to a seek work 
with Catapillar ... a ... we went to D.C., a .. .it was a search 
for what you could make a living at and another part of it 
really didn't fall into it except that a you had to make a 
living for yourself as a family. In the '30's I wasn't 
married. I wasn't married until 1940. I was 25 years old 
and Hazel was 27 at that particular time, working at the 
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Mr. Gwinn: Radford Arsenal, at that particular time. 
Flying people to Roanoke. 
Paige: Was it normal for a woman to work in that era? 
Interviewee: A ... in the '30's and the'40's, well in the 
'30's if anybody could get a job they would but t4ere 
were no jobs to be had. They had planted potatoes to 
grow a crop, maybe, that would sell so he could ·pay the 
taxes on his property. And you'd get someone to. work 
for ten cents a day and a bushel of potatoes was worth· a 
nickel. ' had more potatoes than we could really- sell. ".· 
The cattle that we raised wouldn't pay the taxes· . . So at 
that particular time women either baked and tried to s·ell . 
either pie or cake or whatever they could and a they 
were trying to make anywhere from a nickel to ten cents, · 
to twenty five cents or whatever a day a working at 
whatever kind of job they could get because there was 
no money in this area. 
Paige: Do you feel that if women were given the chance 
that they would have taken it, as in getting a job outside 
the home? 
Interviewee: They would have. At that time there were 
no jobs. If a woman could have gotten a job in the '30's 
I'm sure that they would have taken it because 
everybody's family needed money in the '30's. It wasn' t 
a ... do I want a job, it was can I get one. 
Paige: You said that you were happy with your 
masculinity, like being a man. 
Mr. Gwinn: Oh, sure Paige, I'm happy with my 
masculinity, undoubtedly. 
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Paige: (Mr. Gwinn drinks water while I ask question) J 
asked that question because you said that you didn't like 
being around people that you thought were unhappy 
with there's. I just wondered about, about you your~elf. 
J,C.G,: I found a, an' you know I'm a little older than 
most but a, I really don't like to a associate, maybe, with 
a people that a don't have the same beliefs that I do. I 
won't go to Las Vegas and play cards with a, an atheist;. 
the same with a "gay" person that I knew was "g~y", I 
mean ride with them and transport myself with them. 
Paige: You mentioned you wouldn't associate with an 
atheist. Are you religious? 
Interviewee: To the point I believe in God, yes. 
Paige: Do you have any strong beliefs in one particular 
denomination? 
J. Campbell Gwinn: I was brought up in the Baptist 
Church. I couldn't have gotten as far as I have in life 
and not believe in God, done well in life and think that 
you did it all by yourself. 
Paige: You mention you were Baptist. Are you Southern 
Baptist? 
Mr, Gwinn: I don't believe that we're Southern Baptist. 
No, a ... we're just Baptist. 
Paige: Do you attend Sunday School or Church 
regularly? 
Interviewee: No I don't now. 
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Paige: Was that a big part of your life before, as a child? 
J.C.G,: Oh yes, we went to church, a Sunday School 
class a ... the Ku Klux Klan was big in the area. If the 
preacher, they didn't like him they would congregate 
and have their hoods on and a ... church was a not as you 
know it today. Hell fire and brim stone is what was 
preached from the pulpit in most of the churches. 
Paige: That's the only difference? You said it's not as I 
know it today. 
Interviewee: We didn't have any guitars or at our church 
at that particular time, maybe an occasional harmonica. 
Paige: Do you play any instruments? 
Interviewee: No I never learned to play any instruments. 
Paige: Picture a place in your mind. A early memory of 
you and your family and your house. What do you see? 
Interviewee: One of the earliest pictures that I still have 
is of my father and mother had four sisters and five 
brothers and they a ... me in a setting about five years old 
and my older brother was there, it was warm because we 
were all wearing short sleeved shirts and we were all . 
wearing the clothes of that day. Nothing special, it was 
just a family get together and on the lawn. 
Paige: Are those memories of your childhood happy 
memories? 
Interviewee: All except maybe one. My father and 
mother were away and my older brother climbed up on 
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Interviewee: a cabinet to get a gun, a 22 caliber pistol, 
when he came down he shot me in the ankle and that was 
an unhappy memory. Luckily the doctor was coming 
through and he wanted to clean it. 
~: How is it today? 
J.C,G.: It's fine. I have no problem with it today. Of 
course we were given a good talk'n' to. I have some 
varicose veins and I had to have a vein removed'. That 
was during the Korean War. 
~: Let's go to the war. At thattime_were wo111en 
active in the military at all, I know they._still can't serve 
on the front lines. 
Interviewee: The only women that were active in the 
service at that time were either secretarial positions in 
the front offices or field nurses, other women wet'e in the 
Red Cross and participated in maybe some of the things. 
I was in advancing so I didn't see too much of the Red 
Cross. 
~: So you didn't see too much of the Red Cross. Do· 
you mean you didn't see them at all? 
J.C,Gwinn: We were combat engineers and had to 
proceed the third army to bring that, to be able to cross 
the rivers or whatever. So as far as the women that we 
saw, most of the women were back home and they were 
building the planes and the munitions. That's when the 
women first joined the work force here in the country. 
Besides that your grandmother was a teacher and had 
been prior to the war. And a nursing was a big thing 
with the women. As far as a in the military there wasn't 
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J.C. Gwinn: that much demand or they enlisted or 
anything of that nature. 
Paige: Do you feel these women were accepted or as 
accepted as men in the army? 
Interviewee: In the army, II ... don't understand what 
you're ... there weren't any women to amount to anything 
in the army, except as nurses and that type of secretarial 
positions ... 
Paige: Sorry, what I meant was were the~e women 
accepted for the jobs they were doing, like working S;t 
home in the factories or working in the Red Cross? · 
Interviewee: Oh yes, and they were very much 
appreciated. We couldn't have won the war without the 
support that we had from back home. The women filled 
the jobs of the men that had to go to war to fight ~ver 
seas so there were a lot of people that got deferments 
from being in the service because of the job that they had 
but there were womeri that were very capable of doing 
those jobs. Whether they were coal miners or whether 
they worked on the train or whatever, there were women 
that were capable of doing that. And a ... you know, fifty 
years or five years later it seems to me that they were 
maybe an early Bill Clinton, they didn't want to serve. 
Paige: That's funny that you say the women were 
appreciated because today we're taught that many of the 
women were not appreciated for working in the Waves 
or other service related areas because they are not seen 
as being "lady like" or being up to the standard of what 
a woman was supposed to be at that time. In fact, they 
were sometimes jeered as women. Did you ever 
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Paige: experience that? 
Mr. Gwinn: No I didn't. The women that we came in 
contact with in the service, very "lady like". There was 
no fraternization then. Our professionalism far exceeds 
the professionalism that we have today. 
Paige: What do you mean by professionalism? 
Interviewee: You were told to do something, you didn't 
question, you didn't protest, you could go on and on 
about that but...you're talk'n' about a different war than 
maybe the Korean War which was actually a conflict. 
The nation itself came together during World War. II for 
the purpose of winning the war. We have never hence 
since then, that everyone was working toward a cause. 
To win the war to put the German's down. 
Paige: Since you have been in the war and been all over 
the world, did you ever notice the difference between 
your ethnicity and other peoples ethnicity, like from 
different parts of the United States? What I mean by this 
is a lot of people don't identify themselves with being 
Appalachian. _Did you ever from the beginning identify 
yourself as being Appalachian? 
Interviewee: Not a really. As I grew up, I grew up on a 
farm. There are those who could have called me a 
hillbilly. I suppose that would be a good connotation. 
West Virginian' s even in the service you were · 
recognized a lot by weight, or from Brooklyn, N~w York 
they would call them Brooklyn, you know for a 'nick 
name", hillbilly or anything in the service. 
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Paige: So you were not treated any different for being 
from West Virginia? 
J,C,G.: No, ... if anything maybe I had a more well 
rounded background than most of the people I served 
with and it served me well. All the way from Basic 
Training at 'Devons to the Argonne Forest right on 
through to where I received my battlefield commission. 
And in turn, I named my daughter, a middle name is 
Mosel. And like cutting a tree, someone coming out of 
Brooklyn or Queens doesn't know anything about 
cutting a tree or tying a cable or corduroy roads or 
skinning out deer to feed a platoon or a battalion or 
skinning cows. In France we slaughtered a herd of . 
cattle. My commanding officer asked me if I knew how 
to skin them and prepare them for the cooks and I told 
him that I did. And we took several deuce and a halfs · 
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(BEGIN SIDE #1 I TAPE #2)J.C.G.: We brought them 
back and the "mess" sargent prepared beef for the whole 
battalion. We hadn't slept in six weeks. It was thing? 
of that nature we took for granted growing up on: a farm 
that a lot of people were not accustomed to living in the 
cities. . . 
I'm sure that there were a lot of things that they 
did in New York at those particular times that I didµ't-
know anything about. But I spent some time in D:C. 
with an uncle of mine when I was a sophomore in high 
school, took the measles and they went to my heart. 
Spent the biggest part of one semester on my back. For 
the following summer I went to live with my uncle in 
D.C. who was an engineer who had come back from 
Puerto Rico where he had surveyed a lot of fence. I 
spent a lot of my time going through the Smithsonian 
and wondering around D.C. in the day time. 
Paige: So you've never experienced any type of different 
treatment for being where you were from, especially 
Appalachia? 
Interviewee: Not anymore than anybody else's 
experienced a ... some type of difficulty maybe for being 
in the wrong place at the wrong time. 
Paige: Now would you mind telling me a little bit about 
your every day life today? 
Interviewee: My life today's pretty much the same. I 
take care of my cattle and mend my fences. I'm happy 
to see ... another day come up . 
. Paige: What are your hobbies? 
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Mr. Gwinn: Paige, I really don't have any hoqbies. -I . 
"ginseng" some and play some cards. · 
Paige: Do you have any pets? 
Interviewee: No, I don't have any pets. 
Paige: O.K., can you tell me, since you hav·e lived thls 
long, the one thing that you have noticed about woinen 
and men, specifically the roles that have evolved? · 
. 
Interviewee: I suppose that women are doing what men 
used to do and men are doing what women used to do. 
Paige: O.K., is there anything you'd like to add, Papa? 
Interviewee: I just want to thank you for spending this 
time with me and I appreciate it. 
Paige: Thank you Papa, and thank you for donating this 
and your interview to Marshall University. [END] 
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